Patch Chat:

Douglass Park
(Anna and -
Freder le) T v

« Smoking, vaping, or tobacco products v‘&:@

» Open fires

« Littering

« Parking on grass or walks
« Unleashed dogs

ReSOU rceS a nd References: & . Sports leagues, or large gatherings without pemits.

Please:

https://douglasparknature.org/ YO comuaterpes

See park supervisor for a complete list of rules. To volunteer
or report a problem in your park call 312-742-PLAY.
Thank you for your cooperation.



https://douglasparknature.org/
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Major sections of Douglass Park: The Lagoons
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Major sections of Douglass Park: The Sanctuary

chicago park district
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Major sections of Douglass Park: The Sanctuary




Major sections of Douglass Park: South of Ogden
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Major sections of Douglass Park: South of Ogden




Where are the birds?

They use the whole park!

On Thursday morning, July 14, there were:

o 28 bird species around The Lagoons
° 26 bird species in The Sanctuary

o 12 bird species South of Ogden

(where they were setting up for the Heat Wave concert)
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Total number of species: 38



When Are the Birds in Douglass Park?

Douglass Park - 2021
Number of Bird Species Reported Each Month

140 Number of bird
species reported

120 _
to eBird:

100
So farin2022: 136

During 2021: 153
I I I I I I Since 1997: 208
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https://ebird.org/bcn/submit

Spring Migration-First Arrivals

Nothing better signifies the snow melting As soon as snow starts melting, the Killdeer
and trees budding than the sounds of a start coming.
Red-winged Blackbird setting up territory.



With food comes

Song Sparrow on Canada Goose on Bufflehead in the
the open ground the open lawn open water



When the bugs emerge

A cacophony of thin, high-pitched
three-note sequences marks the
arrival of Golden-crowned Kinglets

Yellow-rumped Warblers whet
the appetite for the incoming
onslaught of warblers

Tree Swallows are typically the first
swallow to show, though Barn
Swallows are the ones that stick
around



The fun truly begins

American Bittern’
T

Caspian Tern




Elaenia Mania

How an after school trip to see an American Bittern
resulted in a long-fought identification battle and a
first continental record of the South American
flycatcher called Small-billed Elaenia.




Peak: A day in the life
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Peak: Look everywhere

Turkey Vulture




The last migrants

Connecticut Warblers can be one Yellow-billed Cuckoos can also be Look at any high up dead
of the hardest migrants to see, so elusive, most easily seen as they branches for a chance at
make sure you know their song. fly between perches. Olive-sided Flycatchers.



NESTING SEASON - April through August

From the first Canada Goose nest until the last American Goldfinch fledgling leaves the nest



Lots of birds nest in Douglass Park!
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Cedar Waxwing gathering

nesting material.
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Female Baltimore Oriole
building her nest.

Male Common Yellowthroat

with food for nestlings.




eBird Breeding Codes

Species:

Confidence Meaning Date

Osprey

Confirmed Nest with Young
Confirmed Nest with Eggs
Confirmed Feeding Young

4 Cooper's Hawk Hide Details

Details. Included three juveniles: One eating something on the nest, wil ATRT & 10:26 AM 7 100% @

% Northern Cardinal

Done
Age & Sex Juvenile ‘"""'a‘“'e Adult Age cramt et Confirmed Carrying Food
Mal s
Faei ‘ 1 - Confirmed Recently Fledged Young
emale | | RO
SexlUrknown 3| 1 Confirmed Occupied Nest
! Female ate fruit on the tray
Breeding: | FL Re Choose the highest possible code A e Confirmed Used Nest
- NY Nest with Young BREEDING CODE Conf|rmed Distractlon DISpIay
Add data NE Nest with Eggs 5
FS Carrying Fecal Sac Sirpaez LIy Confirmed Nest Build ing
Accipiter sp. FY Feeding Young 5 . ” ”
Bald Eagle GF Cantyiog Food Confirmed Carrying Nesting Material

o FL Recently Fledged Young
ed:shouldered Hapay Occupied Nest

Broad-winged Hawk uN used Nest (enter 0 if no birds seen)
Red-tailed Hawk DD Distraction Display

()
x
0
° Probable Agitated Behavior
-
-

—— B Nest Buiding Probable Visiting Probable Nesting Site
. ENCarmynn Nesting Mafcril Probable Courtship, Display, or Copulation
awk sp. PE Physiological Evidence
8 WoodpeckerWren Nest Buiding Probable Territorial Defense
Eastern Screech-O\ a agitated Benavior iri i i
B | e Probable Pair in Suitable Habitat
Barred Owl SRt Dispiy. ef Copuston Probable Multiple (7+) Singing Birds
Probable Singing Bird Present 7+ Days

Windows Laptop iPhone Possible Singing Bird

Possible In Appropriate Habitat




Baltimore Oriole

Cortarcs e owe |
Confirmed 21-Jun
‘
21-Jun
CarryingFood [ |
Recently Fledged Young | _____|
9-Jun
UsedNet [ |
DistractionDisplay | |
NestBuiding [ |
Carrying Nesting Material | |
-/ |
Probable |AgitatedBehavior | |
Probable |Visiting Probable NestingSite | |
Probable |Courtship, Display, or Copulation| |
Territorial Defense _
Probable [|PairinsSuitable Habitat | |
Multiple (7+) Singing Birds _
inging Bird Present 7+ Days _
] L____|
inging Bird
n Appropriate Habitat _




ion at Douglass
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Cooper’s Hawks - Long trad




Cooper’s Hawks - 2022

Cooper's Hawk

Confidence Meaning

Confirmed Nest with Young
Confirmed Nest with Eggs
Confirmed Feeding Young
Confirmed Carrying Food
Confirmed Recently Fledged Young
Confirmed Occupied Nest
Confirmed Used Nest

Confirmed Distraction Display
Confirmed Nest Building

Confirmed
i——
Visiting Probable Nesting Site 9-Apr
Courtship, Display, or Copulation
Probable |Muttiple (7+)SingingBirds | |
[Probable " |singing Bird Present7+Days | |
]

Possible _|Singing Bird I
In Appropriate Habitat |




ooper’s Hawks vs. Summer Smash




Cooper’s Hawks AFTER Summer Smash

T R

Confirmed Nest W|th Young 3-Jun

SO I Vet withEggs | ]
Confirmed 27-Jun

Confirmed (SN Rcc: N N
Confirmed 27-Jun

Confirmed 13-Apr

Confirmed  [TERINEE S N
SO M Distraction Display | |
SO I NestBuiding | |
S I Carrying Nesting Material | |
e— R R
Probable |Agitated Behavior | |
Courtship, Display, or Copulation _
Probable [TerritorialDefense | |
Probable |PairinSuitable Habitat [ |
Probable |Multiple (7+)SingingBirds | |
Probable " |singing Bird Present7+Days | |
I I R
Possible |singingBird [ |
Possible  [inAppropriate Habitat [ |

HIGHEST CODE 2022
FOUND THE NEST

Canada Goose
Barn Swallow
Baltimore Oriole
Cooper's Hawk

Eastern Kingbird




Pied-billed Grebe - Feeding Young

UL Bl Nest with Young [ |
U Nest with Eges ||
Confirmed 3-Jun
Confirmed Carrying Food

Confirmed

Confirmed Occupied Nest

Confirmed Used Nest

Confirmed Distraction Display

Confirmed Nest Building

Confirmed arrying Nesting Material - — S —

_ " " S —— . — HIGHEST CODE 2022
: 3 - e FEEDING YOUNG

Probable n - . : -

Agitated Behavior -
Probable | Visiting Probable Nesting Site — — Pied-billed Grebe

Courtship, Display, or Copulation — e P e —— S oy -

Probable Territorial Defense - = g =

Pair in Suitable Habitat — e — — = Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

Multiple (7+) Singing Birds : - - ? - . A ' e

inging Bird Present 7+ Days —t - A - -

] e - P — American Robin
ossible inging Bird : e P —

Possible n Appropriate Habitat

Common Grackle




Willow Flycatcher - Singing Present 7+ Days

SOOI Nest with Young | |
Confirmed
Confirmed
Confirmed
Confirmed
Confirmed Occupied Nest
Confirmed
Confirmed
Confirmed
Confirmed
—
Probable Agitated Behavior
|Visiting Probable NestingSite | |
Courtship, Display, or Copulation _
Territorial Defense | |
[Pair in Suitable Habitat | |
Multiple (7+) Singing Birds | |
[singing Bird Present 7+Days | 30-May |

Singing Bird 19-May
In Appropriate Habitat [

HIGHEST CODE 2022
SINGING 7+ DAYS




American Goldfinch - Singing Bird

Species:| American Goldfinch

Confidence Meaning Date

Confirmed Nest with Young
Confirmed Nest with Eggs
Confirmed Feeding Young
Confirmed Carrying Food
Confirmed Recently Fledged Young
Confirmed Occupied Nest
Confirmed Used Nest

Confirmed Distraction Display
Confirmed Nest Building

HIGHEST CODE 2022
SINGING BIRD

American Goldfinch

Black-capped Chickadee

Confirmed Carrying Nesting Material

Probable Agitated Behavior Red'eyed Vireo
Probable Visiting Probable Nesting Site

Probable Courtship, Display, or Copulation Eastern WOOd-Pewee
Probable Territorial Defense

Probable Pair in Suitable Habitat

Probable Multiple (7+) Singing Birds

Probable Singing Bird Present 7+ Days

Possible Singing Bird 16-Apr

Possible In Appropriate Habitat




Some birds nest elsewhere but catch food at Douglass.

-
&
-
-
: 3
=
=
-

Black-crowned Night Heron

Great Blue Heron

Herring Gull



Douglass gets an assist for birds raised on its fish.

First juvenile Black-crowned Night-Heron First juvenile Herring Gull
of 2022 (June 26, 2022) of 2022 (July 11, 2022)



2022 Nesting Season Summary as of July 18

B N W A U1 N 0O

Cooper's Hawk
Eastern Kingbird
Barn Swallow
Baltimore Oriole
Pied-billed Grebe
American Crow
Bl-gr Gnatcatcher
Eur Starling
American Robin

Common Grackle

Gray Catbird

House Sparrow
Red-w Blackbird
Canada Goose
Mallard
N Cardinal

CONFIRMED

D Woodpecker
Br-head Cowbird E Wood-Pewee
Warbling Vireo Red-eyed Vireo Chimney Swift
Willow Flycatcher | Bl-cap Chickadee Ring-billed Gull
Song Sparrow Am Goldfinch Herring Gull
C Yellowthroat Cedar Waxwing Caspian Tern
Yellow Warbler Green Heron Great Blue Heron
Indigo Bunting Gr Cr Flycatcher Bl-cr Night-Heron
PROBABLE POSSIBLE ASSIiSTED

TOTAL 37 SPECIES




Douglass Park Year-to-Year Comparisons

Number of Bird Species
5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Douglass
Park
2022

25 30 35 40

Douglass
Park
2021

25 30 35 40

Douglass
Park
2020

CONFIDENCE: Confirmed Probable Possible Assisted




Comparing Westside Parks for 2022 (mid July)

Number of Bird Species
20 25 30 35

Douglass
Park
2022

20 25 30 35

Columbus
Park
2022

10 15 20 25 30 35

Riis Park
2022

CONFIDENCE: Confirmed Probable Possible Assisted




Fall: Post-breeding Wanderers

e Just because a species uses the park’s habitats and breeds in the area
doesn’t mean it will breed there!

e Post-breeding wanderers difficult to detect, but regular monitoring can
reveal interesting trends we otherwise miss




Fall: Post-breeding Wanderers
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Fall: Post-breeding Wanderers

40

\./‘ White-breasted Nuthatch

Frequency (%)
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Fall: Shorebirding

e Traditional shorebirding season is late summer to early fall, and Douglass
park has a frequently flooded field
Now those mud-prone fields are often occupied by festivals

SEPTEMBER 16,17 18,2022
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PERFORMING "WALK AMONG US™




Fall: Early fall migration (warblers!)

e Same idea as spring, with similar spots working well

e Broader migration “envelopes”, as with most places in fall

e Some species easier in Spring than Fall or vice versa
Mourning Warbler Blackpoll Warblers

—
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Fall: Mid fall migration (seeds and fruits)

e Sparrows and such around the park like in spring, but with a new twist
revolving around seeding flowers and fruiting trees
Trees mclude hawthorns hackberrles serwceberrles and crab apples

Amerlcan Rob|n in Hawthorn Red-bellied Woodpecker in HaCkbwefy Swainson’s Thrush in Hawthorn



Fall: Mid fall migration (seeds and fruits)

Many seeding wildflowers attract sparrows and finches, also host insects
for late-season warblers
Notable flowers include Black-eyed Susans, Goldenrods, and Coneflowers

Black-throated Green Warbler Vesper Sparrow Whrte crowned Sparrows Orange -crowned Warbler



Fall to winter: Finches

Heavy users of seeds, with goldfinches switching with the seasons
(summer thistle — fall wildflowers — winter burdock)
Redpolls will join in later in the season (also like ash trees)




Fall to winter: Half-hardies

e Species that start
winter in the park,
but don't make it
to spring

e Some species try
more than others,
and have variable
levels of success

Swamp Sparrow

9
Frequency (%)




Fall to winter: Half-hardies

Winter Wren

Frequency (%)
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Fall to winter: Half-hardies

Fox Sparrow

Frequency (%)
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1€S

: Half-hard

Fall to winter

Common Yellowthroat
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Fall to winter: Geese

e Less common geese tend to show up in fall, variably stay into the winter

0.2
5| B . Snow Goose
[
=
o
*E . Ross's Goose
24~

22+ . Greater White-fronted Goose

20
i Cackling Goose /

16- Single birds people chased! L
12 Challenge with eBird data |

N N\

RGP R L, SN2 2 201395 It I B s ) W W B O O B N 1
171 115 271 2/15 3/1 3/15 4/1 4/15 5/1 5/15 6/1 6/15 7/1 7/15 8/1 8/15 9/1 9/15 10/110/1511/111/1512/1 12/15



Marked Canada Geese - Leg or Neck
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Marked Canada Geese - Leg (tarsus) markers

ZUSGS

Ishem fr € lemmpping st b USGS CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

The North Amerig science for a changing world AWARDED TO

Eastern Ecological Science C
Bird Ba ERIC GYLLENHAAL

Start ‘ Who ‘ What ‘ About Band, Bird, and Date ‘ Color Marker Info Encounter Location Contact Info

Banding Data

Report a bird with a federal band or color marker Band Number 101807031 231 Banded 07162015
Species CANADA GOOSE Sex MALE

Ageof Bird  HATCHED IN 2014 OR EARLIER

Location NEAR THUNDER BAY, ONTARIO, CANADA

Bander  DAN BASCELLO
714 BESSIE AVENUE
THUNDER BAY ON P7E 1X3

Examples of federal bands and color markers

Encounter Data

Location 0.6 mi WSW of CLAREMONT COTTAGES, Encountered 02/03/2018
COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, UNITED

STATES



Marked Canada Geese - Leg markers C231 and C120

C231:
Cool Seasons Appearances: Banded near Thunder Bay, Ontario

(Sep-Apr) C120  C231 On July 16, 2015
2021-2022 Hatched 2014 or earlier
2020-2021 (so at least 7 years old last winter)
2019-2020 Male
2018-2019
2017-2018 C120:
2016-2017 Banded near Thunder Bay, Ontario
2015-2016 On July 14,2014

When too young to fly
2014-2015

(so ~7.5 years old last winter)
Times recorded: 54 26 Female




Marked Canada Geese - A few things we discovered

I've recorded about 90 Thunder Bay geese in Douglass or Columbus Parks.
There are more than 1000 observations total.

e On average, about 2% of the winter geese in Douglass Park have Thunder
Bay markers.

e Many of these geese return to the same park year after year. None have
been found in both Douglass and Columbus Parks.

e They usually hang out with the same set of marked geese. The geese they
hang out with may be the same age or different ages.

But where do they go the rest of the year?



Natural Area Management: Origins




Natural

Park District and Restoration Consultants
ed Bum

ber 1* and April 30
e is dep on wind and weather conditions.

WHERE:  Natural Prairic Areas south of the Fieldhouse on the comer of Sacramento and
Ogden

WHY ARE THESE AREAS BEING BURNED?

‘The Chicago Park District uses controlled bum management to help maintain native plant
ies. A controlled burnis the use of fire as a management tool in a carefully planned
and controlled manner. Controlled burn managemen is an effcient and economical tool that
otherwise may be needed to control invasive plants. Fire
by controlling invasive woody shrubs and trees. Witho fie,
s b o wesds vith e divery Fie b off desd
Vegetation and stimulates new plant growth by allowing sunlight to warm the dark sol
encouraging germination. Fire also enriches the soil by rcmmmg s it
Research shows that fire is a natural part of native Ilinois ecosystems. These landscapes need o
e bumed perodialy n onde t0sta helthy andt provide habiat fornstiv plans and

All persons wh conduct controlled bums are specially trained, equipped, and supervised. The
fire department has been notified and all permits have been obtained o do this work.

For more information, or ,/m would like us to contact you on the day of the burn, please call
Park District at (312) 742-4122.

s s pas ot
-..L- st ——

your Chicago Park Disrict
o 78 AL PEAY o 18 41 205 )

Area Management: Burns




Natural Area Management: Clearing brush




atural Area Management: New plantings




Natural Area Management: New wildflowers

Culver’s Root Rattlesnake Master




Natural Area Management: Lots on insects

Dogbane Leaf Beetle Grasshopper Monarch Butterfly




Natural Area Management: Food for birds

American Kestrel eating a grasshopper.



Outreach to the Community: eBird Hotspot

[\ eB]_rd Submit Explore My eBird Science About News Help m 2 Eric D Gyllenhaal (AFGEFGEDG) ¥ @ Language ¥

© change location ¥ B Year-round, All years ¥

Douglass (Anna & Frederick) Park, Chicago ..o s s & pirections || © Map

Overview G 208 l1 1396

5 Species observed Complete checklists
Illustrated Checklist P p
VIEW MY... Sightings Updated 1 secago :
Top media uPLOADED IN LAST 30 DAYS
My eBird
Vo Last seen @ High counts Show all details
Target Species SPECIES NAME a COUNT  DATE OBSERVER
Checklists
1. Snow Goose 1 2 Dec 2012 Aaron Gyllenhaal
EXPLORE... 2. Ross's Goose 1 19 Nov 2013 Eric D Gyllenhaal n ¢
REEEEHIRE 3. Greater White-fronted Goose 1 19 Nov 2016 Eric D Gyllenhaal W]
Bar Charts
: 4. Cackling Goose 3 18 Nov 2007 Eric D Gyllenhaal
Media
Printable Checklist 5. Canada Goose 2 30 Nov 2003 Luis Munoz L |
Cackling/Canada Goose 3 23 Dec 2020 Eric D Gyllenhaal LN e]
6. Trumpeter Swan 1 29 Mar 2014 Cathy Haibach

https://ebird.org/hotspot/L108460



https://ebird.org/hotspot/L108460

Outreach to the Community: Facebook

ture in Douglass Park (Chicago)

Patch Chat

Abont

Thus Facebook graup 1 F3r Iharng i220es and 5hotos absut the
Bat, bogy, trees, tustie, Trogs, wikifiowers, a8 othes naturs!
fentures foun.. See mose

O Putie
Anyone (30 166 Who's In the group 3nd what they post

® Vil
Anyone can ng NG roup.

2 General

Upcoming ewnts

o Patch Chat: Douglass Park

= L o
B e

https:/www.facebook.com/groups/DouglasParkNature

Eric Gyllenhaal
June 22 at 5:54 PM - @

Tuesday, June 21st was my first visit to Douglass Park after the weekend Summer Smash
concert. The good news is that the birds north of Ogden Avenue seem to be doing well. |
found almost all the birds that were there a couple of days before the concert. Their nesting
activities seem to be successful, with eggs hatching and babies growing larger. | even found

mu firet auar nactinn_caacan Nickriceal far Nonnlace Darkll



Outreach to the Community: Facebook

Discussion Topics
Savannah Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Song Sparrow... See more

View insights

Media

Files

People

66 post reach >

Discussion

Media Files

Eric Gyllenhaal shared a link.
@ Admin -May 13-Q

In case you were wondering:

Topics People

BLOCKCLUBCHICAGO.ORG

Douglass 18 Mini Golf Will Soon Reopen With Concession
Stand And Patio Dining At West Side Park

View insights

©0 19

176 post reach >

5 Comments 1 Share

Discussion

-ﬁm Thrs-Q

Topics Media Files People

TS

rash
alk

#+3

Mega fests are slated to fence off
Douglass Park for a minimum of 46 days
this year during the summer months.

sLet's pick up some trash
*Document the park

+Get petitions signed

*And strategize for next steps to get
the mega fests out of the park.

https:/www.facebook.com/groups/DouglasParkNature




Outreach to the Community: Blog/Website

What Lives in Nature in Douglass Park
D O ug las Pa r k ? A closer look at the animals and plants that live in Douglass Park on Chicago's Westside

About Douglass Park
Birds

Birds in Summer
Birds in Fall
Birds in Winter

Home  AboutDouglass Park  Birds  Mammals  Amphibians and Reptiles  Fish  Insects  Wildflowers  For Educators and Parents

Birds in Spring

Mammals S = Make Your Own Home Nature Museum at
Amphibians and Reptiles What Lives in Douglass Park!
Douglas Park? Postad on Aprl 22, 2022 by saitthesandbox
Fish _ . .
About Douglass Park ‘We helped children and their adults get started with their own home nature museums during Douglass Park's Earth
Birds Day celebration on April 23rd, 2022. Children could sift natural history specimens from the sandbox, select specimens
'nseCtS Birds in Summer from the free Home Nature Museum Shop, and spin to win even more specimens.
Birds in Fall
Wlldﬂowe rs Birds in Winter For those who want to add more specimens to their collections, here are some ideas:
Birds in Spring
lammals « You can find lots of interesting rocks and fossils on Lake Michigan beaches.Check outthe Field Museum's
For Ed u Cato Is a nd Pa e ntS Amphibians and Reptiles Beachigoer's Guide to Lake Michigan Fossils and Rocks: hitps:/iww -guids
Fish lake-michigan-fossils-and-rocks
Insects « You canvisit Mr. Eric's Nature Collector's Garden at 1003 South Elmwood in Oak Park, lllinois. The garden is
Wildflowers open all day, every day, and includes more rock, mineral, fossil, and shell specimens like the ones you sifted
. For Educators and Parents from the sandbox at Douglass Park: https:/fww com/2021/01/26/a-neighbor-wh ks/
htt' !s ° l l d o u ! l I as l !a r kn atu re ° o rg[ * You can attend the Chicagoland Gems & Minerals Association Show at Kane County Fairground during
- Recent Posts Memorial Day Weekend (May 28 and 29, 2022). Kids can make free collections of small minerals and fossils,

andthara ara Inte afracke minarale name and faccile tn nirrhaca in auans nrica ranaa: hitne-lirnmachu cam!


https://douglasparknature.org/

One of the inspirations for Douglass 18 project

This is the Douglass Park bird guide
developed by Sara Haymann with
support from Eric Gyllenhaal. It
premiered at the 2017 Earth Day
celebration at Douglass Park.

Haman Cross used this guide as a
starting point for working with the
Douglass 18 teens as they selected
and researched the 18 bird species
represented in the mini-golf course.

Video by Sara Heymann.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoKOykiAwyo

Douglass 18 - Beginning and goals

e Haman Cross (being interviewed on
the left), Lawndale artist, spurred on
renovation and future developments

e Used for community engagement
(in art and natural history) and
recreation (new resource, plans for
concession stand)
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Douglass 18 - Design phase




Douglass 18 Mini-golf - Before...
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Douglass 18 Mini-golf - Construction Phase




Douglass 18 Mini-golf - Examples of holes




It took many people and organizations to create Douglass 18!

The Douglass 18 project would not have been possible without the support of the many dedicated
partners including:
e Chicago Park District
Haman Cross llI
Eric Hotchkiss
Sheila McNary
Open Architecture Chicago
David Brown of the UIC School of Architecture
Firehouse Community Arts Center
School of the Art Institute of Chicago at Homan Square
The Trust for Public Land
site design group, Itd.
and Lincoln Park Zoo.

And of course, all the teens who designed the 18 bird-themed golf holes.



ouglass 18 open hours vary week to week.
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A Sense of Place for Douglass Park




