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Douglass Park 
(Anna and 
Frederick)
Resources and References:
https://douglasparknature.org/ 

https://douglasparknature.org/


Westside 
parks

Humboldt, Garfield, 
Columbus, and 
Douglass Parks:

Once under the 
waters of ancestral 
Lake Michigan….

….then marsh and 
wet prairie….

….now islands of 
green in the city.



Douglass Park 
neighborhood

ACCESS:

Buses on Roosevelt Rd 
and Ogden.

Pink line just south of the 
park.

Parking on many roads 
and at the Cultural Center
.
Bike lanes in the park and 
from the west.



Major sections of Douglass Park:  The Lagoons
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Major sections of Douglass Park:  The Sanctuary
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Major sections of Douglass Park:  South of Ogden



Major sections of Douglass Park:  South of Ogden



Where are the birds? 
       They use the whole park!

On Thursday morning, July 14, there were:

● 28 bird species around The Lagoons

● 26 bird species in The Sanctuary

● 12 bird species South of Ogden 
(where they were setting up for the Heat Wave concert)

Total number of species:  38



When Are the Birds in Douglass Park?

Number of bird 
species reported 
to eBird:

So far in 2022:  136

During 2021:  153

Since 1997:  208

Submit Observations - eBird 

https://ebird.org/bcn/submit


Spring Migration-First Arrivals

Nothing better signifies the snow melting 
and trees budding than the sounds of a 
Red-winged Blackbird setting up territory.

As soon as snow starts melting, the Killdeer 
start coming.



With food comes birds

Song Sparrow on 
the open ground

Canada Goose on 
the open lawn

Bufflehead in the 
open water



When the bugs emerge

A cacophony of thin, high-pitched 
three-note sequences marks the 

arrival of Golden-crowned Kinglets

Yellow-rumped Warblers whet 
the appetite for the incoming 

onslaught of warblers

Tree Swallows are typically the first 
swallow to show, though Barn 

Swallows are the ones that stick 
around



The fun truly begins

Brown ThrasherSolitary Sandpiper

American Bittern

Sora

Northern Shoveler and Blue-winged Teal

American WoodcockCaspian Tern



Elaenia Mania

Laura Keene, ML130885101Jay Gilliam, ML107440571

How an after school trip to see an American Bittern 
resulted in a long-fought identification battle and a 

first continental record of the South American 
flycatcher called Small-billed Elaenia.



Peak: A day in the life

Indigo BuntingPine Warbler Grasshopper Sparrow

Green Heron Bufflehead Great Egret



Peak: Look everywhere

Turkey Vulture Great-crested Flycatcher Northern Waterthrush

Blackburnian Warbler

Marsh Wren

Broad-winged HawkOvenbirdWood Duck



The last migrants

Connecticut Warblers can be one 
of the hardest migrants to see, so 
make sure you know their song.

Yellow-billed Cuckoos can also be 
elusive, most easily seen as they 

fly between perches.

Look at any high up dead 
branches for a chance at 
Olive-sided Flycatchers.



NESTING SEASON - April through August

From the first Canada Goose nest until the last American Goldfinch fledgling leaves the nest



Lots of birds nest in Douglass Park!

Cedar Waxwing gathering 
nesting material. Female Baltimore Oriole 

building her nest.

Male Common Yellowthroat 
with food for nestlings.



eBird Breeding Codes

Windows Laptop iPhone



Baltimore Oriole



Cooper’s Hawks - Long tradition at Douglass



Cooper’s Hawks - 2022



Cooper’s Hawks vs. Summer Smash



Cooper’s Hawks AFTER Summer Smash



Pied-billed Grebe - Feeding Young



Willow Flycatcher - Singing Present 7+ Days



American Goldfinch - Singing Bird



Some birds nest elsewhere but catch food at Douglass.

Caspian Tern

  Great Blue HeronBlack-crowned Night Heron           Herring Gull



Douglass gets an assist for birds raised on its fish.

First juvenile Black-crowned Night-Heron 
           of 2022 (June 26, 2022)

First juvenile Herring Gull 
 of 2022 (July 11,  2022)



2022 Nesting Season Summary as of July 18



Douglass Park Year-to-Year Comparisons



Comparing Westside Parks for 2022 (mid July)



Fall: Post-breeding Wanderers

● Just because a species uses the park’s habitats and breeds in the area 
doesn’t mean it will breed there!

● Post-breeding wanderers difficult to detect, but regular monitoring can 
reveal interesting trends we otherwise miss 



Fall: Post-breeding Wanderers

Dip in late May 
To mid June

Spotted Sandpiper

Date (across years)



Fall: Post-breeding Wanderers

Dip in mid-late spring 
and early June

White-breasted Nuthatch



Fall: Shorebirding

● Traditional shorebirding season is late summer to early fall, and Douglass 
park has a frequently flooded field

● Now those mud-prone fields are often occupied by festivals



Fall: Early fall migration (warblers!)

● Same idea as spring, with similar spots working well
● Broader migration “envelopes”, as with most places in fall
● Some species easier in Spring than Fall or vice versa

Russ Smith; ML343136641

Blackpoll WarblersMourning Warbler



Fall: Mid fall migration (seeds and fruits)

● Sparrows and such around the park like in spring, but with a new twist 
revolving around seeding flowers and fruiting trees

● Trees include hawthorns, hackberries, serviceberries, and crab apples

American Robin in Hawthorn Red-bellied Woodpecker in Hackberry Swainson’s Thrush in Hawthorn



Fall: Mid fall migration (seeds and fruits)

● Many seeding wildflowers attract sparrows and finches, also host insects 
for late-season warblers

● Notable flowers include Black-eyed Susans, Goldenrods, and Coneflowers

Black-throated Green Warbler Orange-crowned WarblerWhite-crowned SparrowsVesper Sparrow



Fall to winter: Finches

● Heavy users of seeds, with goldfinches switching with the seasons 
(summer thistle → fall wildflowers → winter burdock)

● Redpolls will join in later in the season (also like ash trees)



Fall to winter: Half-hardies

● Species that start 
winter in the park, 
but don’t make it 
to spring

● Some species try 
more than others, 
and have variable 
levels of success

Swamp Sparrow



Fall to winter: Half-hardies

Winter Wren



Fall to winter: Half-hardies

Fox Sparrow



Fall to winter: Half-hardies

Common Yellowthroat



Fall to winter: Geese

● Less common geese tend to show up in fall, variably stay into the winter

Single birds people chased!
Challenge with eBird data



Marked Canada Geese - Leg or Neck



Marked Canada Geese - Leg (tarsus) markers



Marked Canada Geese - Leg  markers C231 and C120



Marked Canada Geese - A few things we discovered

I’ve recorded about 90 Thunder Bay geese in Douglass or Columbus Parks.
        There are more than 1000 observations total. 
   

● On average, about 2% of the winter geese in Douglass Park have Thunder 
Bay markers.

● Many of these geese return to the same park year after year. None have 
been found in both Douglass and Columbus Parks.

● They usually hang out with the same set of marked geese. The geese they 
hang out with may be the same age or different ages.

   

                           But where do they go the rest of the year? 



Natural Area Management:  Origins



Natural Area Management: Burns



Natural Area Management: Clearing brush



Natural Area Management: New plantings



Natural Area Management: New wildflowers

Culver’s Root Rattlesnake Master Mountain-mint



Natural Area Management: Lots on insects

Dogbane Leaf Beetle                                 Grasshopper                                 Monarch Butterfly



Natural Area Management: Food for birds

American Kestrel eating a grasshopper.



Outreach to the Community:  eBird Hotspot

https://ebird.org/hotspot/L108460 

https://ebird.org/hotspot/L108460


Outreach to the Community:  Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/groups/DouglasParkNature 



Outreach to the Community:  Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/groups/DouglasParkNature 



Outreach to the Community:  Blog/Website

https://douglasparknature.org/ 

https://douglasparknature.org/


One of the inspirations for Douglass 18 project

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
yoKOykiAwyo&t=11s

This is the Douglass Park bird guide 
developed by Sara Haymann with 
support from Eric Gyllenhaal. It 
premiered at the 2017 Earth Day 
celebration at Douglass Park.

Haman Cross used this guide as a 
starting point for working with the 
Douglass 18 teens as they selected 
and researched the 18 bird species 
represented in the mini-golf course.

Video by Sara Heymann.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoKOykiAwyo


Douglass 18 - Beginning and goals

● Haman Cross (being interviewed on 
the left), Lawndale artist, spurred on 
renovation and future developments

● Used for community engagement 
(in art and natural history) and 
recreation (new resource, plans for 
concession stand)



Douglass 18 - Design phase



Douglass 18 - Design phase



Douglass 18 Mini-golf - Before…



Douglass 18 Mini-golf - Construction Phase



Douglass 18 Mini-golf - Examples of holes



It took many people and organizations to create Douglass 18!

The Douglass 18 project would not have been possible without the support of the many dedicated 
partners including:

● Chicago Park District
● Haman Cross III
● Eric Hotchkiss
● Sheila McNary
● Open Architecture Chicago
● David Brown of the UIC School of Architecture
● Firehouse Community Arts Center
● School of the Art Institute of Chicago at Homan Square
● The Trust for Public Land
● site design group, ltd.
● and Lincoln Park Zoo.

And of course, all the teens who designed the 18 bird-themed golf holes.



Douglass 18 open hours vary week to week.



A Sense of Place for Douglass Park


